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Urban Age – Mobility and Transport

More Mobility
More Accessibility

Travelling less. 
Living better. 
Who pays?



Urban Age – Mobility and Transport

1. Is the New York of today a sustainable structure for tomorrow? 

2. What financing strategies are available to manage a 
continuous development and upgrading of the transport 
system?

3. How much can citywide accessibility strategies improve by 
sensible planning of the macro and micro level of transport?



Changes in Transport change everything else

Urban Structures

Urban Size

Urban Functions

Urban Problems

Transport System
Information
People
Goods
Vehicles, Infrastructure
Energy



Compensation of Urban Density – Energy for Mobility

New York City, 5 boroughs
Staten Island

Manhattan

Kings

Queens

Bronx



Urban Age – Mobility and Transport

Is the New York of today a sustainable structure for tomorrow? 
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NEW YORK CITY
Annual energy consumption 
by transport modes [trillion btu]
Source: Komanoff 2005
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New York Transport on the way to sustainability

NEW YORK CITY
Car Ownership and Cycling Trends
Source: NYC DOT and NYMTC 2003
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Only 104 years
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Who pays?

Financing strategies – recovering land value 

Does the financial structure of the transport system
follow market principles?
Is our habit stronger than our reason?

Expensive Public Transport Infrastructure
- why?

Infrastructure for Cars cheap(er) - why?

Depend on Circumstances



Vision 1910 – Vision 2010??



17$/h Subsidy for Street Parking



Financial Structure: Transport Infrastructure
produce Winners and Loosers

Public Investments into Transport Infrastructure produce

- Disparities in Land Values

– Private Capital Gains for few

- Feedback to the Society is missing

- Tax on undeserved capital gains to compensate loosers?



Urban Age – Mobility and Transport

Designing the micro level of transport 

This is not the Micro Level of Causes
The real Micro Level is Organisation of Parking



Qualified Planning for People

Micro level of transport 
PUBLIC SPACE
City Scapes and Organisation
Vision by Corbett, 1913



Changing urban Space for better Use



Chances for New York

Small Qualitative Changes can have
big Quantitative Effects in the Transport Sector –

•Keeping High Density

•Adding High Quality in Urban Space

•Enhancing Functional Variety

Thanks for your Attention
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