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Mitsubishi iMiEV

(h	p://thehydrogenblog.files.wordpress.com/2010/03
/mitsubishi-imiev_03.jpg)According to unconfirmed
reports from Japanese news sources, Mitsubishi Motors
will begin supplying electric cars to PSA/Peugeot-
Citroen Group as early as next year. Japan’s fifth-largest
carmaker could supply as many as 10,000 Mitsubishi
i-MiEV passenger electric cars a year to the French
automaker by 2011 on an original equipment
manufacturer (OEM) basis.

At Mitsubishi’s first driving demonstration of its i MIEV
(Mitsubishi Innovative Electric Vehicle) prototype, we jumped behind the wheel to check out the
sounds of silence.

Ba	ery Life
Once we’re motoring along, the interior of the i MIEV seems as quiet as a church and the scenery slips
silently past. When you back out of a parking lot, you can hear yourself breathe.

Apart from the lack of any recognizable noise, this i minicar seems like any current showroom model
from Mitsubishi. Look closer, however, and you notice that the four-speed automatic transmission has
been replaced by a two-position gear selector that lets you choose Drive or Eco mode. And where the
tachometer normally goes on the instrument panel, this i sports a meter that indicates the charge
status of the ba	ery and the discharge rate.

With the i MIEV’s motor, inverter and charger located under the floor of the luggage area behind us,
the 22 lithium-ion cells are artfully spread under the belly pan. Given that the car weighs 2,380
pounds — 397 pounds more than its gasoline-powered counterpart — it feels be	er to drive than we
expect. Its low center of gravity helps minimize body roll and reduce brake dive.
(h	p://thehydrogenblog.files.wordpress.com/2010/03
/2010-mitsubishi-i-miev-interior-800x518.jpg)

The 2010 Mitsubishi i MIEV is expected to go on sale by
the end of 2009 for around 2.5 million yen ($24,000),
although Japanese government subsidies for
zero-emissions cars reduce this price by 50 percent.

As a kind of preview as to what’s coming in terms of
future zero-emissions cars, the i MIEV is a significant
breakthrough. But to tell the truth, we were hoping for a
car with a reliable real-world range of at least 90 miles — not just a theoretical range — which would
permit a useful half-day trip before a quick recharge at lunchtime.
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The introduction of the MiEV OS (MiEV Operating System) – an advanced integrated vehicle
management system into which the company has poured its wealth of know-how garnered from
many years of EV research and development – has provided the kind of high performance and
reliability that befits a new-generation EV.

The i-MiEV uses a 3-way charging system that allows the drive ba	ery to be charged at home or when
out and about. For normal charging i-MiEV is connected to either a standard 100-volt or 200-volt
domestic outlet using the charging cables supplied with the vehicle. The i-MiEV’s ba	ery can also be
“quick charged” at quick-charge stations which are currently being established throughout Japan.

(h	p://thehydrogenblog.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/mitsubishi-imiev_09.jpg)

The i-MiEV is powered by a very high energy-density lithium-ion ba	ery manufactured by Lithium
Energy Japan. The large-capacity drive ba	ery is comprised of 88 lithium-ion cells connected in series
and is installed under the floor in the center of the vehicle. This configuration contributes to
outstanding handling and stability due to the car’s low center of gravity.

The high points from our time in a pre-production, right-hand-drive i-MiEV:

SIZE: This is a very, very small car, but it carries four adults within more room than you’d expect.
PERFORMANCE: Keeps up with urban traffic, especially if you leave “Eco” mode off.
FEATURES: It’s got air-conditioning, electric windows, a stereo, and other standard equipment.
QUALITY & REFINEMENT: Well-built, simple but functional, nothing to be ashamed of.
BOTTOM LINE: If they can make it pass US safety standards, we think Mitsubishi could sell
thousands of i-MiEVs a year here. It’s that good.
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For more info click here (h	p://www.mitsubishi-motors.com/special/ev/index.html)

By hybrid blogger • Posted in Electric Cars • Tagged car Mitsubishi iMiEV, electric Mitsubishi iMiEV,
Mitsubishi, mitsubishi electric, mitsubishi iMiev, Mitsubishi iMiEV 2010, Mitsubishi iMiEV 2015,
Mitsubishi iMiEV car, Mitsubishi iMiEV electric, Mitsubishi iMiEV hybrid, Mitsubishi iMiEV reviews,
Mitsubishi iMiEV vehicle, reviews Mitsubishi iMiEV, vehicle Mitsubishi iMiEV

Blog at WordPress.com. | Theme: iTheme2 by Themify.

Mitsubishi iMiEV 2015 | The Hydrogen Blog http://thehydrogenblog.wordpress.com/tag/mitsubishi-imiev-2015/

3 z 3 15.3.2013 10:19


